
Celebration: SATB Handel! 
 

Thursday & Friday, 7, 8 August 2014 
 

A Workshop on Singing Baroque Choral Music  
with Kathryn Whitney & Brian Wismath 

 
 
The 2014 Summer Oratorio Program welcomes a new course addition this year – a two-day workshop 
celebrating Handel’s brilliant writing for SATB chorus.  
 
Directed by Kathryn Whitney and featuring conductor and clinician Brian Wismath, Celebration: SATB Handel 
will be an exciting ride through a thrilling repertoire – a tour that will lift the hood on the powerful engine of 
invention that drives Handel’s choral music, and that will give singers the vocal, musical, historical, and 
emotional tools to understand and sing with confidence all it is that Handel so brilliantly and uniquely offers 
his choristers. 
 
The course takes place over two days and features dedicated full-choir skill-building workshops on Handel’s 
“SATB Top Three”: 1. Rhythm; 2. Text setting; and 3. Locomotion. Other features of the course include: 

 

 Daily “WUMS” (Warm-up Morning Sing) sessions based on Handel’s choral music 

 Sectionals on vocal technique required to sing Handel’s choral music 

 Sectionals how to hear and voice Handel’s choral harmonies 

 Choral improvisation games based on Handel’s choral patterning 

 Tools to help singers sight-read Handel’s special vocal language  

 A final “SATB Handel Sing Out” to conclude the course on Friday afternoon.  
 
We hope you will join us for this fun and interactive course that will help singers to uncover the secrets behind 
Handel’s most touching and explosive vocal music, while providing them with the skills to sing SATB Handel 
more precisely, with more energy, and with greater vocal and expressive confidence. 
 

Repertoire: Choruses from Handel’s oratorio Athalia 
Score can be found online here:  

http://javanese.imslp.info/files/imglnks/usimg/5/58/IMSLP18738-PMLP44366-HG_Band_5.pdf 
 
 

PRICING: 
 

Cost per student: $90 
 

Registration open to all adult singers (over 18) 
Course can be combined with the Adult Soloists program, the Choral program, or may be taken as an 

independent program. 
All welcome! No audition necessary. 

  

http://javanese.imslp.info/files/imglnks/usimg/5/58/IMSLP18738-PMLP44366-HG_Band_5.pdf


Celebration:  SATB  Handel! 
TIMETABLE 2014 

 

 Thursday Friday 

10.00  
Welcome & WUMS  

(Warm-up morning sing) 
 

WUMS 

10.30-
12.00  

 
Celebration: SATB Handel! 

 
Introduction: Let’s sing Handel’s superb  

choral music together! 
 
 
 

 
 

Singing Handel’s Choral Music: 
 

3. LOCOMOTION 
 

Seeing and singing Handel’s exciting  
medium- and large-scale shapes and gestures  

with energy and passion  
 
 

12.00-
1.00 

Lunch break 

1.00-
2.30 

 
 
 

Singing Handel’s Choral Music: 
 

1. RHYTHM 
 

Special session on Handel’s fabulous rhythms!  
How to see and sing them  

accurately at speed  

4. CHORAL COLOUR 5. HANDEL’S VOICES 

BW 
 

Sectional: Men 
Choral blend in Handel’s 

writing for men 

KW 
 

Sectional: Women 
Vocal technique for 

Handel’s unique vocal 
writing 

 

BW 
 

Sectional: Women 
Choral blend in Handel’s 

writing for women 

KW 
 

Sectional: Men 
Vocal technique for 

Handel’s unique vocal 
writing 

 

2.30-
3.00 

Break 

3.00-
4.30 

 
 

Singing Handel’s Choral Music: 
 

2. WORDS  
 

Choral diction – Singing English well – and being 
together! - in Handel’s music sung at speed 

 

 
 

Singing Handel’s Choral Music: 
 

 Conclusion: Putting it all together 
 

Summary  and Full-choir Handel Sing Out 
 


