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Board Nominee Biographies  

 
 
 
 

Claudia Blum 

Claudia was born and raised in Austria. She holds a MBA with a specialization in Marketing from the University of 
Augsburg/Germany. Claudia also spent one year in Paris/France studying French and Economics at Sorbonne 
University. During her professional career, Claudia held several Executive Marketing positions in the European 
cosmetic industry at L’Oréal Paris and Schwarzkopf & Henkel. 
 

In 2003 Claudia and her husband moved to Victoria, where their two children were born. Claudia has been very 
involved in her children’s school. It is her second year of holding an Executive position on the Glenlyon Norfolk 
School’s Parent Auxiliary. In 2008 Claudia was appointed to the Board of Directors of Power To Be Adventure 
Therapy Society where she served as a Director, Chair of the Development Committee, Vice-Chair and as Chair of the 
Board for two years. After staying on the Board as Past Chair, she retired from the Power To Be Board in 2014 but is 
still an active member of the Executive Compensation Committee. She also served as Vice President on the Board of 
Governors for Ballet Victoria in 2014-2015. Claudia is an ICD (Institute of Corporate Directors) certified Director for 
Not-For-Profit Organizations.   
 

With her Austrian background, Claudia has always been exposed to classical music and dance and greatly appreciates 
the importance of arts and culture in our communities. 

 

Shannon von Kaldenberg 

Shannon von Kaldenberg is a highly respected and regarded advancement professional with extensive experience in 
fundraising, strategic planning and people management. She has twenty five years of senior management 
experience, successfully leading small and large staff and volunteer teams.  Her diverse career incorporates the 
education, social service, health care, consulting and the corporate sectors.  Shannon has been Chief Philanthropy 
Officer at the Heart and Stroke Foundation since 2010, and previous roles include Associate Vice-President Alumni 
and Development and Chief Development Officer, UVic, Assistant Dean External Relations, UBC Sauder School of 
Business, University Director of Development, UBC, President of the Vancouver Hospital Foundation and Vice 
President of Development and Communications, United Way of the Lower Mainland. She is a frequent speaker and 
lecturer with the Association of Fundraising Professionals where she also served on the Board and as Chair, and was 
a VCM Board member and Chair of the Development Committee from 2008-2010. 
 

Bryan Wilson 

Bryan Wilson has over 25 years’ experience in the growth and financial management of technology companies in 
fields ranging from e-commerce and internet publishing to electronics manufacture and biopharmaceuticals. He has 
been active in corporate financial planning, reporting, and modeling; banking and credit facilities; and shareholder 
and Board support. Now semi-retired, his most recent fulltime position was CFO of Abebooks Inc., an online book 
marketplace acquired by Amazon in 2008.  Prior to technology management, he held various positions in a crown 
corporation responsible for accommodation needs of the provincial government, serving 7 years as Vice President, 
Marketing and Client Services.   He holds a bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering from UBC, and a MBA from the 
University of Toronto.  
 

Bryan is a founding Board member of Living Edge Community, a non-profit society focused on providing food for 
persons in need in Victoria. He has mentored technology managers, entrepreneurs at the Community Micro Lending 
Society, and students at University of Victoria.  He has also taught financial courses at Royal Roads University and 
Uganda Christian University. He has a strong interest in music and a passion for music education, and is presently 
active in several community jazz bands. 
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Board member to be voted in for their second three-year term: 

Lesley Brown 

Heather Ferguson 

Valerie Murray 

Carolyn Thoms 
 

Board Representatives to be voted in for a third one-year term: 

Marsha Elliott, Faculty Representative 

Erin Fraser, Staff Representative 


