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 Board Nominee Biographies Agenda Item 8 

 
 
 
 

Gareth Dickson  

Gareth was born and raised in BC, and has lived, worked, and gone to school within the Victoria community for most 
of his life.  With just enough travel abroad and living elsewhere in Canada to reinforce his love of Victoria and his 
desire to stay here, he served Victoria for 10 years as the owner and operator of a successful construction 
contracting business.  Gareth is now an Investment Advisor and Associate Portfolio Manager with BC-based 
investment firm Odlum Brown Limited and holds the Certified Financial Planner designation.  Gareth focuses on 
planning for sustainability in his work with individual, corporate, and foundation clients to safeguard their  
financial futures. 

 

Richard Fisher 

Richard is Owner and Planning Director of Trapeze Communications. His skills as Agency Director, chief strategist and 
concerned listener make him a popular guy. Over his career, Richard has successfully guided brands in many 
categories including government/public sector, travel and tourism, education, high tech, and manufacturing. He has 
a genuine passion for all things marketing and keeps Clients abreast of trends to help their businesses stay 
competitive and current. Richard is also an experienced market research facilitator, and skillfully draws out the 
nuggets of insight Clients need to know about their brand and customers. 

 

Bijan Neyestani 

Bijan holds undergraduate degrees in Mathematics and Engineering and a post-graduate degree in Business 
Administration. As co-founder and President of Alpha Project Developments Ltd. (APD); a Victoria-based real estate 
development  firm, he brings over 35 years of experience in real estate development and construction management 
in British Columbia. Since APD’s inception in 2002, Bijan has overseen the successful completion and sale of 
numerous development projects on Southern Vancouver Island. At APD, he has developed a broad base of 
experience in all areas, including acquisition, civic approvals, finance, construction and marketing. Bijan has lived and 
raised a family in Victoria since 1976. Both his children have attended classes at VCM. Currently, he is serving on the 
board of the Urban Development Institute, Capital Region and a number of private companies. 
 
 

Board member to be voted in for their second three-year term: 

Peter Driessen 

Barbara Smith 

Kathi Springer 
 

Board Representatives to be voted in for a one-year term: 

Marsha Elliott, Faculty Representative 

Erin Fraser, Staff Representative 
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