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Prelude 

FREE camp for children with 
disabilities hosted by a multi-
disciplinary team of amazing 
therapists. Combines song, activities, 
and, of course, FUN.  

J U N E  2 0 1 6  

In June, school is out and we celebrate the first day of Summer! How exciting! 
Summer is Holiday time.  A few months of down time allowing for a more relaxed 
schedule, visits to family members and friends we do not see often, and discovering 
new part of the world.  The summer months truly represent a unique period of time 
in the year. 

Summer camps, for example, is a place of active learning that occurs on many 
levels and should not be overlooked. Keeping children engaged through enriching 
experiences and activities over the summer has shown to positively affect self-
esteem, confidence and motivation. 

Children meet other children they may not come into contact with in their everyday 
lives.  New friendships emerge quickly and may last a lifetime. 

In our World Music Explorer Music Camp, we explore world music and 
instruments and gain a better global awareness and understanding of various 
cultures. 

Music is a great way to keep children engaged in learning, and for parents to 
discover and encourage their children to develop previously unseen talents or 
interests. Perhaps your child has a beautiful voice but rarely sings at home.  After 
seeing your child seeing in the camp, joining a choir in September might make your 
child’s life richer in many ways. 

Children return to school with improved social skills, project planning skills, 
confidence and an increased awareness of learning and leadership. Experiences that 
children have at a summer camp can be remembered long after the summer is over. 

The VCM offers a wide array of music summer camps. Check them out: 

vcm.bc.ca/music-programs/vcm-summer-academy 

Happy Summer and see you in our music camps. 

Johanne 

Dr. Johanne Brodeur, Ph.D., MTA 
MTD and CMD Department Head 

Register Today! 

World Music Explorers 
Summer Camp 

July 11-15 at VCM Langford 
July 18-22 at VCM Downtown 

More VCM Summer Camps 

Summer Music Therapy 
Camp 

July 4-8, 25-29. Times vary. 

Visit the link to see all of the 
exciting camps the VCM offers. 

Experience music from around the 
world through playing instruments, 
dancing, and singing! For kids ages 
5-8. 

Visit vcm.bc.ca/music-
programs/vcm-summer-academy to 
explore the many camps VCM is 
offering this summer 
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June Celebrations 
Stephen Green, 

Dean of the Victoria 

Conservatory of Music 

Leading Note 

Where is home and when did you 
move to Victoria? 
I was born in Toronto, and grew up in 
the Oakville area (40km West of 
T.O.). I represent the one generation of 
my mother’s family not born on this 
island, since they first came to live here 
in the 1850’s.  My great-great grandfather was the Hon. John 
Dick who co-founded the city of Nanaimo in 1875.  So moving to 
Victoria in 2012 was a time of rediscovery for me. 
 

What is your earliest musical childhood memory? 
When I was 3 years old, at Sunday school, my teacher let me sit 
beside him on the piano, and he showed me how to play a 
tune.  That was my first piano lesson! 
 

3 of the most important highlights of your career? 
1) The first time I was “tossed” into the orchestra pit to conduct a 
performance of Carmen at the opera in Salzburg, Austria. That 
was my first professional experience as an opera conductor.  It felt 
like jumping out of a plane for the first time, and somehow I 
survived!   2) Being appointed Dean of the RCM’s Community 
Music School – I had never been the head of a music school before, 
and it was the start of my personal “mission” to improve music 
education and make it accessible to all.  3) When I was appointed 
Dean of the VCM, and given the opportunity to play a part in 
redefining what it means to be a “Conservatory” of music in the 
21st century. 
 

What is your passion outside music? 
Connecting with nature in my own modest way, which means 
sometimes just standing in an old growth forest and listening to 
the trees creak. 
 

If you could meet anyone today, whom would you like to 
meet? 
My Great-grandmother Jessamine. I’d like to thank her for 
heroically going through with the birth of my grandmother, which 
although tragically resulted in the loss of her own life at just 23, 
created the future, of which I and my children have been blessed to 
be a part of. 
 

What book are you reading at the moment? 
I am actually rediscovering Verdi’s score to Simon Boccanegra, in 
anticipation of the POV’s production coming Fall! 
 

Guilty pleasure? 
Red Wine J 
 

Plan for the Summer Holidays? 
Go back up to Cape Scott, and this time do the walk over and 
camp on the west shore, and enjoy the tide pools! 

June 1 – International 
Children’s Day 
A day when all children across 
the globe are celebrated. This 
day dates back to 1925. The 
world conference for the wellbeing of children 
in Geneva, Switzerland is where it all started. 
 
June 3 – National Donut Day 
the first Friday of June each 
year, succeeding the 
Doughnut Day event created by The Salvation 
Army in 1938 to honor those of their members 
who served doughnuts to soldiers during 
World War I. Delicious holiday? I think so. 
 
 
June 8 –  
 
A day to honour the world's oceans, celebrate 
the products the ocean provides such as 
seafood as well as marine life itself for 
aquariums, pets, and a time to appreciate its 
own intrinsic value. 
 
June 20th - World Refugee Day 

Beginning in 2000, 
today is for recognizing 
and celebrating the 
contributions of 
refugees throughout 
the world. 

 
June 21 – Summer Solstice 
The longest day of the year. AND the start of 
summer! The day has also been celebrated in 
many cultures. For example, in Scandinavia, 
the holiday of Midsummer’s Eve is observed 
on a weekend near the time of the solstice. 
 
June 24 – Take Your Dog to Work Day 
This very special day for you and your dog 

was created in 1999 by Pet Sitters 
International. It was created to 
recognize dogs as great 
companions, and to encourage 
adoptions of dogs. 



 

 

 

Recently, Kim Brame, one of our faculty members, made 
the switch from driving to a completely car-free lifestyle. 
Yes, car-free! This is an absolutely 
fantastic undertaking, one that is not 
only good for health, but also good 
for the wallet and the environment. 

There is huge potential for more trips 
to be taken by bicycle. At least 35% 
of trips are under 5km, or 20 minutes 
by bike. Roughly 50% are under 
10km, less than 30 minutes on an e-bike. Shifting to more 
bicycle commutes could save the world trillions of dollars 
and cut CO2 emissions significantly. 

And let’s not forget, biking can help calm the mind, boost 
brain power, and act as your daily cardio! 

Bravo Kim! 
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Prestissimo Summer Snacks 
Camp is older than dirt, almost literally. The 
idea started in 1861. 

Former famous campers include Albert 
Einstein Michael Eisner, Paul Newman, Bob 
Dylan, Arlo Guthrie, Josh Groban, Norah 
Jones, Lorin Maazel, Richard Rodgers, Peter 
Yarrow, and thousands more. 

Kale or root chips, healthy crackers and cheese, cinnamon 
popcorn, edamame, cranberries, hummus and pita, cheese, 
all fruit (exception: cherries – stain and too juicy), all 
vegetables maybe with yoghurt dip, roasted chickpeas, 
smoothies, sugarless oatmeal cookies. 

Dr. Johanne Brodeur, Ph.D., MTA, Head 
Mr. Geoff Morris, Assistant to Head 
900 Johnson Street, Victoria, BC V8V 3N4 
250.386.5311 ext 1030 
brodeur@vcm.bc.ca 
geoff.vcm@gmail.com 
vcm.bc.ca 

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please email geoff.vcm@gmail.com 

Congratulations to Georgina Craig 
(DECM faculty member) for her 
composition "The Moon" which has 
been selected as the winning 
composition in the Junior Choral 
category by the CFMTA Call for 
Compositions’ panel.  

The announcement was made by Po 
Yeh, Canada Music Week Chair.  This 
is the second time that Georgina wins 
for her compositions. The first time 
was in the vocal category a few years 
ago and this time, “The Moon”, wins 
in the choral 
category. 

Bravo 
Georgina! 

Congralulations! Shifting Gears: 
from driving to 
cycling! 

Stats and graphics from bicycling.com 

Famous Campers! 



 

 

 

Indulge	Your	Passion	of	Opera	on	The	Ledgendary	Danube																								
October	28	–	November	7,	2016	-	Prague	to	Budapest				

	Join	Avalon	Waterways	and	4	of	Calgary	Opera’s	Emerging	Artists	on	our	special	“Opera	

interest	cruise”	aboard	the	beautiful	new	“Suite	Ship”-	the	Avalon	Vista.		From	the	Splendors	

of	Prague	to	the	Gypsy	Violines	of	Budapest,	you	will	treasure	every	moment	of	this	

memorable	Danube	River	cruise.	On	board	enjoy	gourmet	regional	cuisine,	complimentary	

regional	wine	and	beer	with	dinner,	spacious	staterooms	and	best	of	all	you	will	be	

entertained	with	live	performances	from	these	gifted	opera	performers:	

David	Didson,	Baritone	–	Laura	Brandt,	Soprano	–	Mike	Marino,	Tenor	–	Stephanie	Tritchew,	Mezzo	

	

Cruise	Rates	from	CAD	3396/person	+	taxes	of	CAD	168.00																									
This	cost	includes	the	three	nights	in	Prague	and	seven	nights	aboard	ship		

																					Based	on	a	Category	E:		availbility	is	based	on	first	come,	first	served.		

	Flight	costs	are	not	included.		

For	more	information	and	reservations,	please	contact:	

Maureen	Siegfired	at		msiegfried@cruiseshipcenters.com		or		cell		403	816-9588	

	
	


