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Prelude 
On September 6th, children in our region will walk, bus, get driven or bike to 
their first day of the new academic year. Education is considered a world 
human right but on that special day let’s take a minute to think about all the 
children in the world. 
 
In Bangladesh, due to floods and heavy rain, most children cannot make 
their way to schools. Architect Rezwan figured out that the best way to beat 
he rising waters was to rise with them. There are currently 90 boats travelling 
from village to village. When the boat is full of learners, the class begins. 
In Phonom Penh, Cambodia, many young children work in the dump; 
collecting discarded items such as aluminum cans and reselling them to 
recyclers. These children earn the equivalent of $1.00 per day. A school was 
therefore built right beside the dump, close to where the children live and 
work. 
 
For the Evenks, one of Siberia’s indigenous peoples, going to school meant 
leaving your family for months at a time. The families raise reindeers and 
move herds over a huge territory. Children were unable to attend school. 
Teachers are now traveling by sledge from camp to camp to reach these 
children. School is being held in a tent with computers powered by a generator. 
In Cali and Popayan, Columbia, a young Belgium product designer helped 
changed the lives of the children living on the streets by creating mobile 
schools with carts that are used in city streets. Each cart is made of a box of 
panels that slide like a telescope and each cart has 250 different educational 
activities. Street educators decide what to teach that day depending of who 
shows up for classes. 
 
These worldwide few examples to allow all children to have access to an 
education are truly astonishing. On September 6th, take a moment to reflect 
how fortunate our children are and celebrate all teachers and students around 
the world.  Happy New School Year! 
 
Dr. Johanne Brodeur, Ph.D., MTA 
MTD and DECM Department Head 
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Register Today! 
Families Making Music 

Orff Program 

Classes embrace all facets of 
music education, including 
literacy, in an atmosphere of 
fun, joy, and discovery. First 
term begins September 
14/15/16.  
vcm.bc.ca/the-orff-program 

Sing, dance, try new 
instruments, and play fun 
musical games. Coming up next 
is Music Discovery, starting 
September 15th and 17th. 
vcm.bc.ca/families-making-music 

Music Classes in Daycares 
Our instructors bring music 
classes to daycares throughout 
the Greater Victoria Area. Ask 
your provider if they offer 
classes! 

Music Therapy 
Registrations are always 
welcome. Please contact the 
Department Head. 
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September Celebrations 

Nicole Payie, 

Department of Early Childhood Music 

Leading Note 
September 5 – Labour Day 
Dedicated in honor of the worker, it is also appropriately 
called the "workingman's holiday". The holiday is dedicated to 
you in respect and appreciation for the work you do in or 
outside of the home, union or non-union, big company, small 
companies, or government. 
 

September 9 – Teddy Bear Day 
A Teddy Bear is a special friend to children 
all over the world. He's cuddly. He makes 
you feel secure in an otherwise insecure 

world. He's lovable. Your Teddy Bear is 
both a companion and a comforter. 
And, he's not afraid of the dark. He'll 
keep you safe. 

 
September 13 – Fortune Cookie Day 
This day celebrates the creation of the 
Fortune Cookie. What a great cookie. A 
little slip of paper inside of it brings you 
good luck, a whimsical saying, or a 
philosophical thought. Did you know the 
Fortune Cookie originated in California, 
not China? 
 
September 21 – International Peace Day 
Each year on this day, celebrations are held in 
hundreds of countries, all with the same goal in 
mind... to stop war and violence. Created and 
sponsored by the United Nations, this day seeks to 
end war, starting today. 
 
September 22 – Elephant Appreciation Day 
 

Show us how much you care about 
elephants. This is a big, elephant 
sized day. We feel it should be 
celebrated in a big way. 
 
 
September 29 – Confucius Day 
Born in China in 551 B.C., Confucius 

is one of the earliest, and perhaps the the first great 
philosopher. He was also a teacher, a scholar, and a politician. 
He gave the world many teachings, and gave the world 499 
famous sayings. Celebrate Confucius Day by learning more 
about this ancient philosopher, and read some of his teachings 
and sayings. 

We are welcoming Nicole Payie as new 
member of our DECM Faculty. Nicole 
will teach in our Outreach Community 
Sites program offering music classes to 
daycares and pre-schools around the 
Greater Victoria area, from Sooke to 
Sidney. 
 
Earliest musical childhood memory? 
A Fred Penner concert at the age of three! 
 
 Passion outside music? 
Practicing yoga. I also love spending time in 
nature, hiking, camping and swimming in 
lakes. 
 
 New academic year goal? 
To study Flamenco guitar. 
 
 Guilty pleasure? 
Chocolate and watching live music. 
 
 Favourite music? 
Inspired music. I love playing music by 
Joaquin Rodrigo and Albeniz and listening to 
a variety of artists and genres.  
 
 Book of choice? 
Anything by Jane Austen. 
 
 What is your biggest life lesson? 
To be happy and present in the moment 
enjoying life. 
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Announcements 

Dr. Johanne Brodeur, Ph.D., MTA, Head 
Mr. Geoff Morris, Assistant to Head 
900 Johnson Street, Victoria, BC V8V 3N4 
250.386.5311 ext 1030 
brodeur@vcm.bc.ca 
geoff.vcm@gmail.com 
vcm.bc.ca 

Your child’s first 
music lessons 

As a parent, you were most likely your 
child’s first music teacher. Bravo! The 
next logical step is for your young child to 
join more formal group music lessons. 
These can take place at the Conservatory 
or in their daycare and pre-schools. 
 
During these music classes, your child is 
not only learning how to follow directives 
but is also learning self-confidence, 
perfecting listening, increasing 
concentrating, developing his/her 
attention span, practicing turn taking, 
learning concepts (letters, numbers, 
colours, etc.), improvising, composing, 
and acquiring music rudimentary while 
having fun, dancing, playing instruments, 
singing, and playing musical games. 
 
Make sure the teacher has experience with 
children and is an accomplished musician.  
Make sure the instruments are tuned 
properly and of good quality. Find the 
right teacher that will inspire your child, 
the right class (multi-age or with peers of 
same age) and a welcoming school that 
will nurture the love of music in your 
child.   

A very warm thank you to the Rotary Harbourside 
who generously donated $20,000.00 for a Music Therapy 
program entitled “Youth transitioning to Adulthood”.  After 
completing high school, young adults with various abilities 
are taking a new path.  Some are starting post-secondary 
education, others might join a day program, start to 
volunteer, work or move to a group home. This Music 
Therapy program will ensure that all these young adults have 
the necessary skills to make their next journey very 
successful. 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to Music Heals for 
providing many of our Music 
Therapy participants with ipods 
and headphones in order to use 
music to alleviate their anxiety, 
decrease frustration, increase focus, 
and to have music as part of their daily 
lives. 
 
 
 
Music Therapy in Nanaimo 
Please remember to share the news of our Music Therapy 

Satellite Site in Nanaimo. 
Jacquie de Jong-Seinen is our 
music therapist in Nanaimo. 
For more info about this 
program, please contact the 
Music Therapy Department 
Head (Brodeur@vcm.bc.ca) 
 

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please email geoff.vcm@gmail.com 
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FAMILIES MAKING MUSIC
BABIES TO 5 YEARS
Offered Thursdays, and Saturdays*!  
*Thursday classes downtown only; Saturday classes downtown and at Westhills

A fun music program for the whole family! Sing, dance, try new instruments  
and play fun musical games. Bring the whole brood, from babies to five year olds,  
for an interactive program of sing-a-long songs, movement and musical exploration.

Siblings receive a 20% discount; siblings under 9 months of age on the first day of  
class attend free.

Andrea Cave DeVries (Downtown classes) · Georgina Craig (Westhills classes)

Classical Roots
Contemporary Reach

Downtown 
10:15-11:00am OR 11:15-12:00pm 
Music Discovery 
Thu ·7 weeks · Sept 15 - Oct 27 · $110.25 
Sat · 6 weeks · Sept 17 - Oct 29* ·  $94.50 
* No class Oct 8 (Thanksgiving Weekend) 

Music and Creatures 
Thu ·7 weeks · Nov 3 - Dec 15 · $110.25 
Sat · 7 weeks · Nov 5 - Dec 17 · $110.25 

Music, Colours and Numbers 
Thu · 8 weeks · Jan 5 - Feb 23 · $126.00 
Sat · 7 weeks · Jan 7 - Feb 25 · $126.00 
* No class Feb 11 (Family Day Weekend) 

Music from Around the World 
Thu · 8 weeks · Mar 2 - Apr 27 · $126.00 
One week break in March (Spring Break) 

Sat ·  8 weeks · Mar 4 - Apr 29 · $126.00 
One week break in March (Spring Break) 

Musical Storytimes 
Thu · 8 weeks · May 4- June 22 · $126.00 
Sat · 7 weeks · May 6- June 24 · $110.25 
*No Class May 20, (Victoria Day Weekend)

Westhillls 
9:30 - 10:15am OR 10:20 - 11:05am
Music Discovery 
Sat · 6 weeks · Sept 17-Oct 29* ·  $94.50 
* No class Oct 8 (Thanksgiving Weekend) 

Music and Creatures 
Sat · 7 weeks · Nov 5-Dec 17 · $110.25 

Music, Colours and Numbers 
Sat · 7 weeks · Jan 7-Feb 25 · $126.00 
* No class Feb 11 (Family Day Weekend) 

Music from Around the World 
Sat ·  8 weeks March 4-April 29 · $126.00 
One week break in March (Spring Break) 

Musical Storytimes 
Sat · 7 weeks · May 6- June 24 · $110.25 
*No Class May 20, (Victoria Day Weekend)

CHILDREN’S MUSIC  
CLASSES 2016/17

VCM.BC.CA

OVER
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ORFF
BIRTH TO 5 YEARS +
Offered Wednesdays, Thursdays, or Fridays 

A creative, multi-sensory experience, Orff music education is conceptual, 
child-centred, and non-competitive. Classes embrace many facets of music 
education in an atmosphere of fun and discovery. Music concepts are taught  
using speech, story-telling, drama, body-percussion, dance and creative  
movement, instrumental play, improvisation, and composition.

Children are accompanied by a caregiver until age 5, after which parental 
participation is optional.  

Georgina Craig

3 sessions per year, 12 weeks per session
Session 1: September 14/15/16 – December 7/8/9/ (no classes November 9/10/11)
Session 2: January 4/5/6 – March 29/30/31 (one week break in March)
Session 3: April 5/6/7 – June 28/29/30 (no classes April 12/13/14)

Classical Roots
Contemporary Reach

Downtown
Birth – 12 months 
Fri · 11.10 – 11.40am · $126.00
1-2 years 
Wed · 9:30 – 10:00am · $126.00 
Fri · 9:00 – 9:30am · $126.00
2-3 years
Wed · 10:30 – 10:40am · $168.00
Fri · 9:35 – 10:15am · $168.00
Step One (ages 3+)
Wed · 10:45 – 11:30am · $194.00
Fri · 10.20 – 11.05am · $194.00
Step Two (ages 4+)
Wed · 11:35am – 12:20pm · $194.00
Thu ·  4:15 – 5:00pm · $194.00

Step Three (ages 5.5+)
Wed · 12:25 – 1:10pm · $194.00
Thu ·  5:00 – 5:45pm · $194.00

Westhillls 
Sounds Fun (Birth to 18 months)
Thu ·  9:15 – 9:45am ·  $126.00
Sounds Fun (18 months – 3 years)
Thu ·  9:50 – 10:20am · $126.00
Orff Beginnings (3 -4 years)
Thu ·  10:25 – 11:10am ·  $194.00
Orff Adventures (4 -5 years)
Thu ·  11:15am – 12:00pm ·  $194.00

CHILDREN’S MUSIC  
CLASSES 2016/17

VCM.BC.CA

OVER

MUSICAL 
STORYTIME
Clap your hands, sing along, 
and get lost in a book! Using 
a variety of instruments and 
plenty of movement, these 
fun and participatory drop-
in sessions are designed to 
accompany popular picture 
books with age-appropriate 
songs and activities.

Offered the first Saturday of 
each month

Georgina Craig

Sat · 11:15am – 12:00pm  
$15.75 per class


