
COLLEGIUM ‘CONCERT DRESS’ 

When performing: live in Concerts, Masterclasses, Performance Classes or recording for 

auditions or Festivals, we recommend that you wear Concert or Performance Dress.   

What do we mean by that?   

In orchestras, it generally means wearing all black. And here in the Collegium black always 

‘works’.  

All black isn’t necessary for Chamber groups, singers or soloists; many will take advantage of 

colour to dress on a cohesive theme to show them off as a group and to add to the performance.   

The main thing with classical performance dress is to not distract from the music – either for 

the audience or for the performer. Some details: 

• Any garment that slides around or requires adjustment while wearing is not acceptable.   

• Heels should not be so high as to make the audience worry about the performer turning 

an ankle, or to affect the performer’s walk onto or off the stage.   

• Sleeves should be at least ¾ length 

• Tops should not reveal any view of cleavage or midriff. 

• Underwear should not be visible.  

• If skirts are worn, they should not be short skirts unless there are tights underneath.   

 

Professional adult soloists may vary this with plunging necklines, bare arms or short skirts, but 

our students are not there yet. 

To show respect to the clinicians who travel here to work with us, to the composers whose work 

we are still performing all these years later, to the tradition of performance and to the audience, it 

is not appropriate to wear sweatpants, ripped (“distressed”) jeans, casual t-shirts, etc.  

On more than one occasion we’ve been asked by clinicians if students had forgotten that they 

were playing, and that was why they were dressed so casually. 

If you are in the audience, this dress code does not apply; you may wear whatever you’re 

comfortable in.   

For masterclasses and dress rehearsals, we recommend that you dress, do hair, make-up, shoes, 

whatever… to simulate final performances; ironing out any glitches in advance so you can focus 

on loving the music, your chamber team and your audience. 

 

 


